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Welcome to the fall edition of The Southern
Sociologist. | am not particularly fond of
pumpkin spice stuff, but | do love the crisper
air and bountiful apples associated with this
time of year. | have been working for a non-
profit for a couple of years now, but it is hard
to shake the sense (ingrained after many
years on campuses) that the fall is a
beginning of a new year.

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find
our call for papers for the 2020 Annual
Meeting in Jacksonville, Florida. Our

Program Chair, Tanetta Andersson (Trinity
College), and our Local Arrangements Chair,
Laura Adkins (Jacksonville University) are
working with their committees and others to
put together an exciting program. Our meet-
Il ng theme i s Sociolo
see much more detail about it in the call for
papers here.
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Society President, Beth Rushing
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The vibrancy and relevance of our 2020 meeting is entirely contingent
onyoui we need your proposals for papers, workshops, sessions, and
social activities. I f you have a
neatly into the categories programmed into the submission portal, send
Tanetta an email to | et her know

Like other groups, the SSS recognizes the importance of continually
working to make the environment of our meetings as inclusive and
welcoming as they can be. Toward that end, | have appointed a Task
Force on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion that includes Lisette Garcia
(Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility), Kecia Johnson
(Mississippi State), and Kylie Parrotta (California Polytecnic State
University). The charge for this task force is this:

The Southern Sociological Society'sTask Force on Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion will develop a set of strategies that the SSS can adopt to
(a) ensure that the SSS membership and leadership engage with one
another in ways that foster diversity, equity, and inclusion; (b) ensure
that SSS meetings and conferences are marked by a welcoming an
inclusive environment for all participants; (c) inform SSS members of
ways they can employ effective practices of diversity, equity, and
inclusion on their campuses, in their workplaces, and in their work in
society. TheTask Force will work with other committees and groups in
the SSS and will report its progress to the Executive Committee of the
SSS.

Please feel free to share your ideas and information with the members
of this Task Forcei we need this work to be as expansive as possible

Beth Rushing
Appalachian College Association




Letter from the Editor, James N. Maples:

Printed syllabi. Lectures on Blackboard. Laser pointer has
batteries. Extra supply of coffee. | am ready to start the fall
semester.

In this edition of TSS, SSS President Beth Rushing shares
the call for papers for our 2020 conference in Jacksonville,
Florida. The theme will be Sociology in Action . Be
sure to submit your papers, sessions, and more now. Also
given that our conference
suggest going ahead and booking a room, too.

Kelsey Mischke (NCSU) joins our team as Social
Currents News and Highlights editor. (Thanks to Social
Currents editors Martha Crowley and George Wilson for
their support in getting this section back into TSS.)
Second, Manny Ramirez  (UConn) joins TSS to run our
Member ship editords desk.
your recent publications.
Kyndall Tiller ~ (EKU) to the TSS main office as our first ever undergraduate editor. Kyndall will be
interning at TSS forthe 2019-2020 academic year. Youoll get t
coming editions.

As always, send news our way. We are here to share it. For now, enjoy your semester. Remain
focused on your students. Remember that all of us were once in their shoes.

James N. Maples, PhD
Eastern Kentucky University
james.maples@eku.edu
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Graduate Student Editors
Thank you to my amazing graduate student editors! Go check out their work in this edition!
Harry N. Barbee (Florida State University): Announcements and Society News
Walker Lee (Valdosta State University): Student Life
Kelsey Mischke (North Carolina State University): News and Highlights from Social Currents

Manuel A. Ramirez  (University of Connecticut): Membership News
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Kyndall Tiller ~ (Eastern Kentucky University): Undergraduate Editor
Nadya Vera (University of Tennessee): General Editor

Della Winters  (University of Tennessee): SWSSouth News
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CALL FOR PAPERS
Sociology In Action

83rd Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society
April 1 -- April 4th, 2020

Hyatt Regency Jacksonville-Riverfront
225 East Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, FL. 32202

President: Beth Rushing, Appalachian College Association
Program Chair: Tanetta Andersson, Trinity College

THEME

The theme for the 2020 meeting is “Sociology In Action.” Our focus will be on the many ways
that we can, should, and/or do utilize sociological knowledge, theories, and methods to address
problems, policies, and practices in the world. Sociologists are well positioned to recognize
critical problems and to identify effective solutions for them. Our students are increasingly eager
to see the connections between what they learn in the classroom and what they experience
outside. Wherever we work, sociologists rely on our disciplinary expertise to improve the lives
and experiences of those we serve, to make good decisions and to work toward social justice.
Our meeting will highlight the myriad ways that we engage sociological knowledge to remedy
societal problems.

SUBMISSION DETAILS
Submission Deadline: November 1, 2019
There are three primary submission types:

1) Individual Papers: You may submit extended abstracts of individual papers for inclusion in a
regular paper session. These abstracts will be organized into sessions by the program committee
members on the basis of common themes. All regular paper submissions should include: (a) the
title of the paper*, (b) names, affiliations, and contact information for each author*, and (c) an
extended abstract. Extended abstracts should be approximately 400-450 (max. 450 words) and
organized with the following three section headings: Objectives, Methods, and Findings. While
these section headings may not apply to all submissions, we expect objectives and contributions,
and primary argument to be clear.
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