
 

Summer 2019 1 TSS 51(1) 

The Southern Sociologist 
The Newsletter of the Southern Sociological Society 

 

Volume 51  Number 1     Summer 2019 

From Society President 

Beth Rushing  

For many of us, summer is a time of renewal and 

planning, as well as recovery from the previous 

year. Itôs a great time to take a deep breath, en-

joy (finally) delicious fresh tomatoes, and think 

ahead to the next year. I hope your summer is 

going well, and is as productive as you wish it to 

be in whatever ways you aspire.  

 

At the Southern Sociological Society, summer is 

a time of planning as well, and we are looking 

forward to hosting the 2020 Annual Meeting in 

Jacksonville, Florida. Tanetta Andersson 

(Trinity College) will serve as our Program Chair 

for the 2020 meetings. Together with the Pro-

gram Committee, we are beginning to craft an 

engaging and interesting meeting. We will share 

more concrete plans over the next few months. 

Our theme for this meeting will be Sociology 

in Action . Our focus will be on the many ways 

that we can, should, and/or do utilize sociologi-

cal knowledge, theories, and methods to address 

problems, policies, and practices in the world. 

Sociologists are well positioned to recognize crit-

ical problems and to identify effective solutions 

for them. Wherever we work, sociologists rely on 
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our disciplinary expertise to improve the lives and experiences of those we 

serve, to make good decisions and to work toward social justice. Our meet-

ing will highlight the myriad ways that we engage sociological knowledge to 

remedy problems. I hope you will begin now to consider what papers, ses-

sions, or workshops you might propose for this meeting.  

 

The annual meeting in Atlanta offered incredible opportunities for partici-

pants to engage with President Toni Calasantiôs theme of intersectionality. 

The keynotes and plenaries were fascinating and well-attended, offering 

thought -provoking ideas that carried into conversations in the conference 

hotelôs passageways, lobbies, and other venues. I am grateful to Toni and 

Program Chair Amanda Koontz for their hard work in putting the meeting 

together. And thanks to Dave Brunsma and Slade Lellock (and their team of 

assistants) for making the registration and check-in processes as seamless 

as possible.  

 

The SSS Executive Committee continues to work towards making our meet-

ings more inclusive and welcoming. We have met with colleagues in the 

ASA, SSSP, and SWS to identify strategies we can take to prevent harass-

ment and to respond appropriately to reports of harassment. We hosted 

workshops and sessions on sexual assault policy and intervention at the At-

lanta meetings, and will continue to do so. The Anti-Harassment Statement 

that was implemented as part of the registration process for the 2019 meet-

ing will remain. Further, we are developing new ways that participants in 

the SSS meetings might engage with one another, and hosted both network-

ing events and game nights at the meetings in Atlanta.  

 

If the SSS is to thrive in the future, we must continue to address the con-

cerns that have been raised about the environment at our meetings. Toward 

that end, I will soon form a Task Force on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

that will analyze and make recommendations about how the SSS can im-

prove. We will share more information as it becomes available. In the mean-

time, if you have suggestions for the Task Force or Executive Committee, 

please feel free to share them with me (beth.rushing@gmail.com).  

 

Beth Rushing 

Appalachian College Association 
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Letter from the Editor, James N. Maples : 

Greetings from Kentuckyôs Red River Gorge. The Red is glob-

ally famous for its overhanging sandstone rock climbing op-

portunities. Hereôs a great video of rock climbing in the Red. 

As for me, Iôm just here for the hiking. 

In this edition of TSS, SSS President Beth Rushing shares 

her vision for the upcoming 2020 conference in Jacksonville, 

Florida. The theme will be Sociology in Action .  

This edition also includes a summary of the recent 

meeting in Atlanta (including lots of pictures thanks to Dr. 

Tracy Ore).  Thereôs also news from SWS-S and around our 

discipline.  

TSS 51(1) also has some important news about our aca-

demic family. Dr. Sherry Cable (University of Tennessee) is 

retiring. Sherry is an extraordinary person who has men-

tored many of my academic siblings. Iôm also thinking about 

conversations I had with Dr. James Wright  when I first 

joined this academic family. His obituary is sadly included in this edition. This edition also lists our 

members who passed in the 2018-2019 member year. 

In closing, congrats are due to TSS Graduate Student Editor Dr. Erik Withers . Erik recently 

defended his dissertation at the University of North Florida. He will be joining the faculty at the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin-River Falls in August as an assistant professor. The TSS crew is proud of  you, 

Dr. Withers!  

As always, send news our way. We are here to share it. Enjoy your summer. Safe travels. And spend 

some time this summer doing what you love most.  

James N. Maples, PhD 

Eastern Kentucky University  

james.maples@eku.edu 

Graduate Student Editors  

Thank you to my amazing graduate student editors! Go check out their work in this edition!  

Harry N. Barbee (Florida State University):  Announcements and Society News 

Walker Lee (Valdosta State University):  Student Life  

Courtney Lush (University of Louisville): State and Regional Sociological Societies News 

Nadya Vera (University of Tennessee): General Editor  

Della Winters (University of Tennessee): SWS-South News 

Erik Withers (University of South Florida): Membership News  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2cO2cHHQKQ
mailto:james.maples@eku.edu?subject=TSS%20news
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The 82nd Annual Meeting of the Southern 

Sociological Society met in Atlanta, GA 

April 10 -13, 2019.  

President Toni Calasanti selected the 

theme ñThe Challenge of Intersectionality: 

Who and What Are Missingò for this  

meeting.  

On Friday April 12 th 2019, the reborn Black 

Caucus of the Southern Sociological Society 

had it first meeting. It was an exciting and pro-

ductive event. The Black Caucus is looking for-

ward to enhancing the SSS experience for Afri-

can American and all interested scholars 

through the provision of paper sessions, cul-

tural experiences, social and networking op-

portunities! Stay alert for future Black Caucus 

sponsored events at future SSS meetings. 

Melvin Thomas, Co-Chair, SSS Black Caucus 

thomas@ncsu.edu 

SSS 2019 

Annual Meeting Recap 

 

Photographs by  

Dr. Tracy Ore 

This membership year, SSS 
had 1154 members. In all, 
1089 attended the meeting 

in Atlanta.  

mailto:thomas@ncsu.edu
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The 2019 meeting included 261 sessions 

spread over three days. The program in-

cluded two mini -conferences on health 

disparities and aging and inequalities. 

Keynote speakers included ASA President 

Mary Romero, future SSS President Aida 

Harvey Wingfield, and ASA President-

Elect Christine Williams.  






























